ideas; they work to demonstrate and enact them," the "ultimate goal" being "the visionary reconstruction of national, gender, and individual identity."] Beyers, Chris. "Carl Sandburg's Unnatural Relations." Essays in Literature 22 (Spring 1995), 97-112. [Investigates the "non-American influences" on Sandburg's Chicago Poems, arguing that the usual claim that they are Whitman-like is simplistic; goes on to read "Chicago" as "an odic dialogue be- [Whitman's] aesthetics," arguing that Whitman invents an "interchangeable" individuality; compares and contrasts Whitman's work to that of Montaigne, Rousseau, Petrarch, Giotto, Wordsworth, and others; finds Whitman "the poet for a society in uniform," who portrays Americans as fully invested in their occupations but always silent, without distinctive voice, as he "turns them into an audience of idle observers of his enthusiastic substitution of himself for them"; and tracks the "narrative components of [Whitman's] 
